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As family is a basic unit of society, a spouse also plays a key role in the family 
relationship. For the stability of the relationship and the protection of the spouse right, 
it has been a common practice for all countries to protect the spouse right to 
inheritance specifically. Through the comparison of foreign protective provisions of 
the spouse inheritance, this paper will concentrate on the theoretical discussion about 
the improvement of the system of the spouse right to inheritance in China. 
    In addition to the preface and conclusion, this paper includes three chapters. 
Chapter one: The legal principle and legal legislation of the spouse right of 
inheritance. As a right enjoyed by the couples whose relationship is lawful, it not only 
protects the right of citizens to inherit private property and gives full play to the 
legacy's function as raising the offspring and taking care of the elder ones, it also 
reflects the essence of marriage. It experienced through nothing in slavery period to 
the restriction in feudalism and gradually improvement in the modern society. From 
the perspective of our country's existing legislation, although the law attaches great 
importance to the spouse's inheritance, there still existing the problem of roughness 
and hysteresis.  
    Chapter two: the status and improvement of the system of the spouse right of 
inheritance in China. Due to the lack of relevant legislation in China, some spouses 
didn't get the inheritance share accordingly and there is blank in the field of the legal 
aids. Based on the spouse status and specific identity, protection of couple's common 
legacy, spouse property rights and the humanistic concern, it is righteous to give 
special protection to the spouse right of inheritance. 
    Chapter three: The introduction and comparison of the spouse right of 
inheritance of representative countries either in the common law system or civil law 
one. From different perspectives of statutory succession and inheritance under a will, 
the article will analyze and compare the system of the spouse succession sequence and 
shares, statutory shares and the priority and the right of beneficial use of specific 
legacy in order to provide reference to the improvement of our country's relevant 
system. 
    Chapter four: The introduction of the spouse right of inheritance under the 















inheritance presents the continuous improving trend, this article will propose some 
legal suggestions to improve and reasonably restrain our country's spouse right of 
inheritance on the basis of our country's national conditions. 
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